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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 20 objected to because of the following informalities: "monitor" on line 3 of 
the claim should be replaced with -monitoring--. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1-10 and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the disclosed 
invention is inoperative and therefore lacks utility. The entire system as claimed is non- 
functional because it consists merely of objects configured to perform functions of the 
system without ever making claim to performing these actual functions. 

4. Claims 11-16 and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the disclosed 
invention is inoperative and therefore lacks utility. The claims merely recite a computer 
program product residing on a system which are capable of the claimed tasks, but never 
states that these tasks are performed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
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granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-8, 10-16, and 20-31 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Thomas et al. (U.S. 2003/0061335 A1) hereinafter referred to as 
Thomas. 

a. Regarding claim 1 , Thomas teaches: a first I/O device configured to 
couple to the electric equipment (paragraph [0017] on page 2); a monitor coupled to the 
first I/O device and configured to determine information regarding the electric equipment 
(paragraphs [0017] and [0021] of page 2); a second I/O device configured to 
communicate with the communication network (paragraph [0019] on page 2); a memory 
that stored a computer-executable program configured to be executed by a computer to 
provide a computer interface for providing indicia of the information regarding the 
electric equipment, the computer interface being in a format that is distinct from a 
network browser format, (paragraphs [0022-0023] on pages 2-3); and an interface- 
provisioning device configured to convey the computer-executable program toward the 
computer via the second I/O device and the communication network (paragraph [0003] 
on page 1 and paragraph [0022-0023] on page 2-3. 

b. Regarding claims 2-8, Thomas teaches: the program is configured to 
execute an interface application, the program comprises the interface application; the 
program is configured to obtain the interface application, the program is configured to 
determine whether a desired version of an interface application is stored by the 
computer and if not, then to obtain the interface application, the program is an ActiveX 
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control, the interface is a Windows-based interface, and the monitor and the interface- 
provisioning device comprise software code (paragraphs [0022-0023] on page 2-3). 

c. Regarding claim 10, Thomas teaches: the monitor is configured to 
determine information regarding at least one of air-conditioning equipment, a smart 
generator, a leak detector, a power distribution unit, an environmental monitoring 
device, and an automatic transfer switch (paragraphs [0003-0008] on page 1). 

d. Claims 11-16 contain similar limitations as those disclosed in claims 1-8 
and are rejected under the same rationale. 

e. Claims 20-25 and 27-29 contain similar limitations as those disclosed in 
claims 1-8 and are rejected under the same rationale. 

f. Regarding claim 26, Thomas teaches: transferring an address of a 
network server accessible from the remote device to the remote device and accessing 
the network server from the remote device and transferring to the remote device at least 
one of the user-interface program and a loader program configured to determine 
whether a desired version of the user-interface program is stored in association with the 
remote device (paragraphs [0022-0023] on pages 2-3 and paragraph [0034] on page 4). 

g. Claims 30-31 contain similar limitations as those disclosed in claims 1-8 
and are rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 9 and 17-19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thomas as applied above, in view of Potega (U.S. 6,459,175 B1). 

a. Regarding claim 9, Thomas teaches a power suppjy (inherent in any 
computerized system) but does not explicitly teach AC power input, DC power source, 
an output circuit including a power output, and a switch coupled to the AC input, the DC 
source, and the output circuit, and configured to couple the AC input or DC source to 
the output circuit. However, Potega discloses: "Power supplies are traditionally device- 
specific, in that the output voltage of the power converter, whether it be an AC/DC or 
DC/DC adapter, must be voltage-matched to the host device it was designed to power," 
(lines 16-19 of column 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the applicant's invention to have an AC power input, DC power source, an 
output circuit including a power output, and a switch coupled to the AC input, the DC 
source, and the output circuit, and configured to couple the AC input or DC source to 
the output circuit. "Output voltage of the power converter, whether it be an AC/DC or 
DC/DC adapter, must be voltage-matched to the host device it was designed to power," 
(lines 1 7-1 9 of column 1 in Potega). It is for this reason that one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention would have been motivated to have an AC 
power input, DC power source, an output circuit including a power output, and a switch 
coupled to the AC input, the DC source, and the output circuit, and configured to couple 
the AC input or DC source to the output circuit in the system as taught by Thomas. 
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b. Claim 17 contains similar limitations as those disclosed in claim 9 and are 
rejected under the same rationale. 

c. Regarding claims 18-19, Thomas teaches: the program comprises and 
ActiveX control and the interface is a Windows-based interface (paragraphs [0022- 
0023] on page 2-3). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hunter et al. (U.S. 6,363,422 B1) discloses monitoring and control intranet for 
facilities management system 

Kuiawa et al. (U.S. 2003/0033550 A1) discloses UPS for monitoring system. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Meucci at (571) 272-3892. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell, can be reached at (571) 272-3868. The fax phone 
number for this Group is 571-273-8300. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those 
under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the 
applicant and should be addressed to [michael.meucci@uspto.gov]. 
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All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. 
PTO employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a 
possibility that sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 
U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published 
in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 OG 
89. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




